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“For surely | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a
future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, | will hear you.” --Jeremiah 29:11-12

Dear Friends,
April showers bring May flowers. Well, if that is true, we are going to have lots and lots of flowers this May.

May, the month of bright sunlight, warm breezes, colorful flowers, chirping birds and gentle rain (hopefully), is
an appropriate time to remember that God has been gracious to us and blessed us. This time of newness acts
as a reminder that we too are new — new creations in Christ. Each day we are given an opportunity to begin
again, to start over, to have new life. Itis a time to remember that God sent Jesus so that we would have life
and have it abundantly. Jeremiah tells us that God intends good for our welfare and gives us a future with hope.

As a church we celebrate throughout the month of May with times that bring us together as a community to
emphasize God’s graciousness to us and praise God. We begin the month with a Clothing Drive to benefit our
Mission Ministries, Saturday, May 2.

We gather as a church family to feast at table of our Lord Jesus the Christ as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper,
Sunday, May 3. Sunday, May 12, we celebrate the women of the church and the men’s chorus sings. Our Food
Pantry is Monday, May 18. On Tuesday, May 19, we are having a Friendly’s Fundraiser to benefit the ministries
of the Mission Commission. Pentecost is Sunday, May 24, the day we celebrate the birth of the Church and the
gift of the Holy spirit. Sunday, May 31, the Congregational Life commission is inviting us to lunch and a movie
after worship. That same Sunday is also our birthday celebration of those born in May. Our annual meeting to
elect our new officers is also in May, date to be announced. Throughout the month we will be collecting items
for the Lyons VA Medical center. On May 31 those items will be blessed during our worship service.

As individuals, let us take time throughout this month to ponder the many ways God’s face has shone upon us,
that God’s grace has been extended to us. God’s mercies are new every morning. Each day we are given an
opportunity to begin again, to start over, to have new life.

“Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, | will hear you.” Call upon God’s name and praise the
Lord for all the many blessings given to us. Pamper yourselves and take time to enjoy the blessings of May, the
blessings of God.

In Christian Love, Pastor Bobbie



Fellowship & Fundraising at Friendly’s

Osceola’s Mission Commission will host a series of
Fun-Raisers in conjunction with Friendly’s
restaurant on Raritan Road in Clark this summer. For
each guest who mentioned the fundraiser, we
received a percentage of their check.

Our first date is coming up soon — Tuesday, May 19.
We will also have fundraising nights on Tuesday,
June 23 and Tuesday, July 21. All three fundraisers
will run from 2-8 p.m.

Our January fundraiser at Friendly’s raised over
$350 to support Mission activities at Osceola. Thank /
you to our congregation and to Friendly’s for your continued support.

A Message from the Music & Worship Commission

current leave of absence as organist/choir director at Osceola will become permanent as of

June 30, 2026. Dawn has expressed her appreciation for “all of the support, memories, and

time we’ve shared.” While we will all miss Dawn, her talent, and her enthusiasm, we understand her
desire to spend more time with her family and wish them all God’s blessings.

The Music & Worship Commission has been contacted by Dawn Stegner, notifying us that her yﬂ

We are also especially grateful to Fabrizio Germano who has filled in as accompanist/choir director during
Dawn’s leave. And we are truly blessed that Fabrizio has graciously agreed to continue in that role.

t%an/a?/au,

Dear church family,

| want to thank you for being there for me following mom’s death. | really appreciate your support, and |
know that she would have been happy that so many of you took part in her memorial service.

Paul Hadsall



Clothing Drive-Clean Out For A Cause
Saturday, May 2, 2026, 9 am to 12 pm

Osceola’s Mission Commission will be partnering with A&E for a clothing drive fundraiser. We are raising
funds for our Mission ministries. Spring is a time when we usually go through our clothes, our closets and
get rid of what we no longer want or no longer fits. This is a good time to pack up all the clothing you can
no longer wear and bring it to the Church’s clothing drive on Saturday, May 2, 2026. A list of items to
collect was sent to our membership and posted on Facebook, but basically, we need clothing for men,
women and children, shoes (please put them in a separate bag), Clothing accessories: belts, hats, scarves,
handbags, gloves etc. small toys (2 ft. or less), Stuffed animals- less than 2 feet.

We are NOT accepting soft household items like blankets, pillows, quilts, comforters and curtains. Please
do not use boxes and do not bring furniture, household appliances, lamps, artwork, etc. Save that for our
Yard Sale. Please put acceptable items in large (13 gallon) trash bags which have been tied closed. Please
do not overfill bags. If you can’t lift it...neither can we!

The collection will be on Saturday, May 2, 2026 from 9 am to 12 pm only.

A & E Used Clothing Corporation

“Where are the clothes we are donating going? Are they being used for rags?” These are the two most
asked questions when doing a clothing drive fundraiser. The answers are very simple — the clothes go to
thrift shops in the United Sates and overseas. NO, they are to being used for rags.

Our Mission Commission is working with A & E Corporation. A & E is an American company established in
1996. They are a used clothing distributor that collects unwanted clothing and other items and resells
them in bulk in the U.S. and to other developing countries. By providing such services to non-profit and
profit organizations they create jobs for people in the U.S. and abroad helping local communities and
economies in emerging countries as well as helping our country become a greener, cleaner place. Their
mission consists of providing a good quality of new or used clothing to developing countries. To learn
more, go to their website: aeclothing.net

Collecting for Veterans

During the month of May, the Deacons will be collecting items for residents of the Lyons VA Medical Center.
We are looking for:

e Men's Underwear - up to size 3XL
* Men's T-shirts - up to 4XL

e Socks

¢ Toothpaste

e Deodorant

There will be a box in the Narthex to collect these donations until Sunday, May 31 at which time we will
be blessing all donations.



Deacons Continue To Serve

As May unfolds and we begin to see the full beauty of spring, your Osceola
Deacons are here with hearts ready to serve and hands eager to help. This
season of growth and renewal is a wonderful reminder that none of us are
ever alone — we’re blessed to care for one another as a church family.

Deacons
Called

To Serve

With the days growing longer and warmer, the Deacons want to remind you
that rides are always available. No matter the reason, we would be delighted
to provide a safe and welcoming ride if you need help getting to any church
event or service.

If you or someone you know could use a little extra support this spring, or would like Home Communion
served to you, please reach out to any Deacon or Pastor Bobbie. Your current Osceola Deacons are:

. Jimmy Dietze
. Linda Dodson
. Brooklyn Germano
o Theone Matz
o Jane Santiago
. Brady Walton

During the month of May, the Osceola Deacons are coordinating a donation drive to support the men and
women residing at the Lyons VA Medical Center. This is a wonderful way for us to provide some everyday
comforts to those who have served our country and show our gratitude as we approach Memorial Day.

We are currently collecting the following new items:

. Clothing: Men’s and women’s socks and underwear (sizes L, XL, and XXL) and men’s t-shirts
(sizes L, XL, and XXL).
. Toiletries: Toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, and body wash.

If you would like to contribute, please bring your donations to the church any Sunday this month and place
them in the collection basket located in the Narthex.

We welcome everyone to stay and enjoy Fellowship Hour after worship each
Sunday. This time together offers a lovely chance to catch up, share a few
laughs, and enjoy some delicious snacks. Throughout the month of May, we
are celebrating all things Berries! As strawberries, raspberries, and
blackberries come into season and our gardens burst with color, we’re
celebrating the sweetness of spring and the energy it brings to our church
family. Whether it’s strawberry shortcake, raspberry tarts, blackberry
muffins, or a fresh fruit salad, any berry-infused treat you’d like to share
would be greatly appreciated. If you’d like to help make our May fellowship
time sweet and joyful, please add your name to the sign-up sheet located in the Narthex.




Deacons Share Easter Blessings

During the Easter season, your Osceola Deacons wanted to ensure that the warmth of our sanctuary
reached every member of our extended church family! We prepared special Easter cards for those who
are homebound or living far away, allowing everyone to share their Easter blessings with our wider
congregation. We were also delighted to deliver small Easter goodie baskets as a token of our love and a
reminder of the season's hope. Sharing these festive treats and personal messages was a true joy, helping
us keep our bonds of fellowship strong regardless of the miles between us. We feel truly blessed to serve
such a wonderful community and to stay connected with every member of our whole church family.




Youth Ministries

Sunday School

Our Sunday School children have studied the events of Holy Week and participated in the “palm
procession” during Palm Sunday worship. The kids also made an Easter craft for our Food Pantry families
and to include in the Deacons’ Easter cards. After a week off for Easter, the classes will be learning of
Jesus’ activities from his resurrection until his ascension. They will also be preparing special gifts to be
distributed to our congregation for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day.

1]

Attention Graduates

If any church members are graduating high school, college or beyond
this year, please share this information with the church office or Alice
Dietze by June 1st.




Youth Group

March brought the annual Youth Group Lock-in! It’'s a favorite of all the youth as the evening is full of
devotions based on our theme of “God Makes Each of Us Unique,” homemade pizza and snacks, and plenty
of crazy games —including a marathon game of Life — and even a tiny bit of sleep!

The youth also prepared chicken soup for one of our Lenten Soup Suppers and made Easter cards and
treats for our Food Pantry families. We had an outing to “Yestercades” in Westfield for plenty of arcade
fun. Some of our youth led Osceola’s Sunrise Service that included a choral reading of “In a Garden of
New Life.”

Our fun and fellowship continue as we plan to go bowling on April 30th and have meetings scheduled for
May 12th and 24th. One of our meetings will be a miniature golf outing. Our end-of-year gathering is just
around the corner!



Special Celebrations

Osceola was excited to welcome four new members into our congregation. Chris and Sarah Early, Sue
Grau, and Donna Pace joined our fold on Palm Sunday and we also celebrated the baptism of Violet Early.
Welcome to our church family!

A Thank You

We are so grateful for the outpouring of love and prayers and support we’ve received for Jessie, Sean, and
Abigail. We truly feel God‘s hand in all of this; there are definitely angels all around us!

They have been working through the first steps on this long journey to recovery... Talking to the insurance
company; replacing their credit cards and drivers’ licenses, getting a computer, sorting through all the
donations of clothes to give them some outfits to wear, and starting to look for a house to stay in. They
are currently staying at Sean’s sister’s in-laws’ shore house. Each night they make a list of what needs to
be done the next day.

One step at a time. Abby stayed with us for a few days to let her parents get some of this initial stuff done.
We will have her back here during the week as Jess and Sean continue with “the list”.

A most heartfelt “thank you” to all of you.
Blessings and love,

Carol and Jim



Looking Back

Lent and Easter have been busy seasons at Osceola!

Our weekly Wednesday evening Lenten Soup and Services were a wonderful time of fellowship over
soup and bread, followed by reflections on “Then Sings My Soul” — a look at some Lenen hymns. We
observed Maundy Thursday sharing in the Lord’s Supper and Tenebrae.

Our Easter celebrations began early as our youth and young adults led our Easter Sunrise Service on the
church’s front steps. All who attended decorated the church’s sidewalk with messages declaring the
good news of Jesus’ resurrection and then we moved on to Fellowship Hall for breakfast! The
celebration continued at our 10:00 Resurrection Service when we rejoiced in our Risen Savior with an
inspirational message from Pastor Bobbie and Holy Communion! A special “thank you” to our Deacons
who provided the beautiful Easter flowers!




Food Pantry Update

The March Food Pantry distribution had lots of special items to help our families enjoy a wonderful Easter.
We added some extra items to our basic boxes and included lots of “holiday fixin’s” in a special Easter bag.
Each family also received a bag of egg treats and card from our Youth Group and an Easter craft from our
Sunday School children. Additionally, every family received a $25 ShopRite gift card. Besides our list of
families who receive monthly distributions, 5 additional boxes and gift cards were prepared for families at
the Jardine Academy.

Our April distribution included a variety of health and hygiene items. Thanks to our generous
congregation (and a great response to the Deacons’ Lenten Food Drive) and large donations recently from
the National Honor Society of ALJ, First Pres. Church of Cranford, and St. Agnes’ Knights of Columbus, we
have been able to help spread hope and joy to many this Easter season! Soon we will begin collecting
items for the summer months.

Iltems we need:

Cleaning supplies Laundry detergent Canned Fruit
Pasta Sauce Canned Pasta Jelly
Looking ahead:

Summer items: Ketchup, Mustard, Mayonnaise, Pickles, Relish, Barbecue Sauce, Salad Dressing, Suddenly
Salad




WHOM SHALL | CALL?

If you...

Are/or a family member is sick
and in need of a pastoral visit

Or a family member would like to
receive Home Communion...

Know of someone in need of a visit or a meal...

Need a ride to a doctor’s appointment or event....

Have a concern about anything in the building
or church property...

Have a concern you want brought to Session...

Are interested in learning more about Osceola...

Are interested in becoming a member of Osceola...

Are interested in serving as a Worship Assistant
or an Usher...

Would like to help with Fellowship Hour...

Are interested in helping with the Food Pantry...

Are interested in serving as an Elder or a Deacon...

Have pictures or information to share
with the congregation...

Would like to teach or help with Sunday School...
Would like to get involved with a Bible Study...
Would like to plan congregational gatherings...
Have a musical talent to share....

Are interested in working with any of the
Commissions...

Contact:

Pastor Bobbie Arrowsmith

Jimmy Dietze, Ir.; Pastor Bobbie

Deacons/ Jimmy Dietze, Ir.

Deacons/ Jimmy Dietze, Jr.

Bob Cunningham
Paul Hadsall (Clerk)
Any of the Elders

Pastor Bobbie Arrowsmith

Jim Dietze, Sr.
Deacons / Jane Santiago
Alice Dietze

Liz Coffey-Dawe

Paul Hadsall, Beth Parks
Alice Dietze
Alice Dietze

Fredy Reyes

Jim Dietze, Sr., Fabrizio Germano

Commission Chair
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