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Dear Friends, 

Many people do not appreciate Lent because they do not fully understand its meaning. It comes too 
soon after Christmas for some. We want to dwell on angels, gifts and the sweet little baby. But 
nobody stays in Bethlehem not even God. Jesus grows and turns his face to Jerusalem (Luke 9: 51).  

Like Advent, Lent is a time of preparation. Historically it is a time for new converts to prepare for 
baptism. The forty days prior to Easter were set aside for fasting, prayer, and self-examination. 
However, Sundays were treated as "Little Easters" when the fast and penance could be set aside to 
celebrate Jesus' victory.  

The high point of the week for Christians is Sunday. That is the day we set aside for rest, 
refreshment and the worship and enjoyment of God our Creator. The early church chose Sunday 
because it was the day of resurrection. Therefore, Easter is the Sunday of all Sundays, the high 
point of the Christian year. It is on this day that we as Christians renew and celebrate our identity as 
"Easter people."  

As Easter people, we are people of the Resurrection, the people "between times," between the time 
that Christ came and the time he will come again. Our lives cannot be the same after we accept 
what God did for us on the cross and after we confess the resurrection. 

Lent is also a time of waiting. We wait for the day when Christ rose from the grave. As we meditate 
during Lent, let us anticipate that wondrous day, that day of divine mystery, Easter Sunday, the 
holiest day of the Christian calendar.  

 Christ rose and triumphed over evil and death. During these trying times, hold on to the hope of the 
resurrection: “Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.” Alleluia! Maranatha! Come 
Lord Jesus! 

 The peace of Christ be with you,              

Bobbie  



Lenten Devotional Journal “Then Sings My Soul” 
The psalmist tells us to “…come into his presence with singing.” (Psalm 100:2) The 
songs in our hymnbooks cover the whole range of human emotions. The living spirit 
of any religion shines through most clearly in the hymns by which its members bring 
to God their hopes, fears, troubles, aspirations and praise. Our hymns help us put 
our thoughts and feelings into words, even using our songs as prayers. Everyone has 
a favorite hymn even during Lent and Easter.  

This year’s Lenten devotional journal, “Then Sings My Soul” will focus on those 
hymns that take us on our Lenten journey. We will be looking at Scriptures through 
musical eyes. The books are available in the Narthex. 

Weekly Lenten Soup and Services 
Our weekly Lenten services this year will focus on those hymns that 
take us on our Lenten journey. We will be looking at Scriptures 
through musical eyes. The hymns can also be found in this year’s 
Lenten Journal, “The Sings My Soul.”   

Each week following "Soup and Fellowship” will be shared in 
Fellowship Hall, beginning 6:15 p.m. before we head into the Sanctuary for our Lenten devotions. Join 
us as we journey through the meaningful season of Lent. The Lenten calendar in this Messenger lists 
dates and times for each week and lesson. Pastor Bobbie and Alice Dietze will share the leadership 
each week. Please print the Lenten calendar. 

Fellowship & Fundraising at Friendly’s 
In January, Osceola’s Mission Commission held 
a Fun-Raiser in conjunction with Friendly’s 
restaurant on Raritan Road in Clark. For each 
guest who mentioned the fundraiser, we received 
a percentage of their check.  

Last month, we received a check from Friendly’s 
for $253.51. We also received a donation of 
$100.00 from people who were unable to attend 
the event. The proceeds from this fundraiser will 
be used to support Mission activities at Osceola. 
Thank you to our congregation and to Friendly’s 
for your continued support.  



   



 

  



Keep Us In Mind When You Start Spring Cleaning 
On Saturday, May 2, Osceola’s Mission Commission will be partnering with A&E for a clothing drive 
fundraiser. While we are NOT accepting donations at this time, please save your unwanted clothing, 
shoes, clothing accessories, small toys (2 ft. or less), stuffed animals, towels, sheets and 
pillowcases, bikes and strollers to donate to this event. 

Please note that unlike previous clothing drives, quilts, comforters, blankets, tablecloths and 
curtains will not be accepted.  

 

We’re All Called To Serve 
Do you have a secret skill? A knack for organization? Have an interest in computers 
and production? Or maybe you’ve never thought much about what you’re good at, but 
you just enjoy helping wherever you can. The Congregational Nominating Committee 
invites you to consider the many ways your talents might support life at Osceola. 

Serving doesn’t have to mean joining a long list of committees. It could be something small, like 
helping set up coffee and treats for Fellowship Hour once a month, or something especially 
meaningful, like assisting with our A/V technology so we can continue to offer virtual worship for 
those unable to attend due to illness, weather, or other life circumstances. You may even have a skill 
that you never realized could be a gift to the church. 

Our hope is simply to begin a conversation. We want to learn what you enjoy, what you feel 
comfortable offering, and how your gifts might best support the life of our church. As Scripture 
reminds us, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others” (1 Peter 4:10).  

By thoughtfully matching people with roles they care about, we can strengthen our boards and 
commissions with individuals who feel capable, valued, and genuinely glad to help. If you’re open to 
talking about how you might serve, please contact Jimmy Dietze or any other member of the 
Nominating Committee. 



Deacons Ready To Help 
As we enter March and begin to look for signs of spring, your Osceola 
Deacons continue to serve with warm hearts and helping hands. We are 
deeply grateful for the opportunity to care for our church family, and we 
want you to remember that you are never alone. 

 As the weather begins to shift yet evenings are still cool and sometimes 
unpredictable, we especially want to emphasize that rides are always 
available. If you prefer not to drive at night, feel uncomfortable driving 
in uncertain weather, or simply need transportation to a church service 
or event, please let us help. We are more than happy to arrange a safe 

and welcoming ride so you can stay connected to your church family.  

If you or someone you know could use a little extra care this season, or would like Home Communion 
served, please reach out to any Deacon or Pastor Bobbie.  

Your current Osceola Deacons are: 

• Jimmy Dietze 
•         Linda Dodson 
• Brooklyn Germano 
• Theone Matz 
• Jane Santiago 
• Brady Walton 

Celebrating the Green 
After worship each Sunday, we invite you to stay and enjoy Fellowship Hour – a wonderful opportunity 
to connect, share laughter, and enjoy tasty treats together. For March, our theme is Green Foods! 
With Saint Patrick's Day around the corner and the first signs of spring beginning to appear, we’re 
celebrating all things green—both for the fun of it and as a reminder of the new life and fresh 
beginnings this season represents. Think green vegetables, fresh fruits, green salads, minty delights, 
guacamole, pistachio desserts, green candies, frosted treats, or any creative green favorite you’d like 
to share. From healthy to sweet and everything in between – if it’s green, it fits the theme! Whether 
you love to bake, chop, mix, or simply pick up something festive to share, we’d be grateful for your 
help. A sign-up sheet is available in the Narthex for anyone who would like to contribute and help 
make our March fellowship time fresh, festive, and full of life.  

  



Book Club: Monday, March 9, 2026 
Osceola’s Book Club meets on the last Tuesday of each month unless otherwise announced, and 
February’s blizzard caused a small delay. The book club will meet on Monday, March 9, at 7PM, in the 
church Conference Room, on the second floor. The book selection is: When the Cranes Fly South by 
Lisa Ridzén. The book is available on Amazon.com and at Barnes and Noble store (right in the Clark 
commons) and may be requested from the library. 

Short synopsis: 

Bo is running out of time. Yet time is one of the few things he’s got left. 
These days, his quiet existence is broken up only by daily visits from his 
home care team. Fortunately, he still has his beloved elkhound Sixten to 
keep him company … though now his son, with whom Bo has had a rocky 
relationship, insists upon taking the dog away, claiming that Bo has 
grown too old to properly care for him. The threat of losing Sixten stirs up 
a whirlwind of emotion, leading Bo to take stock of his life, his 
relationships, and the imperfect way he’s expressed his love over the 
years.   

Come join us Monday, March 9th.  All are welcome! 

Tenebrae Service, April 2, 2026 
The word “Tenebrae” is Latin for “shadows” or “darkness.”  It is a service of 
extinguishing candles, one after the other, as the events of Holy Week 
unfold.  The final candle is the Christ candle, which is not extinguished but 
instead is removed from the church until Easter Sunday. 

The term “Maundy” comes from the Latin phrase “mandatum novum” 
which means “new commandment,” and thus Maundy Thursday celebrates 
the new commandment that Jesus gave at the Last Supper, “Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

Our Tenebrae service will be held in the narthex gathered together at tables as Jesus and the 
disciples were that night so long ago. join us, Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026 at 7:00 pm.  



Welcome Spring Pancake Breakfast and Basket Raffle 
Pancakes, bacon and sausage, oh my! Get ready! Our 
Welcome Spring Pancake Breakfast/Basket Raffle is 
just around the corner on Saturday, March 21, from 9 
AM to 12 PM. The event will be held in Fellowship Hall 
and be open to the public.  

Tickets are now on sale. Ticket prices are: Advance 
sales are Adults: $10, Child (under 10): $5, Under 3: 
Free. At the door the cost is:  Adult $12, Children (under 
10) $7, under 3 years – free.   For tickets Call : (908) 276-
5300 or Email: pastorosceola@gmail.com  or 
fredyureyes923@gmail.com. Tickets can be purchased on Sunday before and after the worship 
service.  

Sunday School Update 
Now that Lent is here, our Sunday School lessons are especially focused on the events leading up to 
Holy Week.  They are helping collect food for the Deacons’ Food Drive and will be making special 
Easter crafts for the Food Pantry’s Easter distribution.  Looking ahead, the children will participate in 
the “palm procession” during Palm Sunday worship.  There will be NO Sunday School classes on 
Easter Sunday, April 5th but classes will resume on April 12th when we will rejoice that our Lord has 
risen from the dead!  

Noise Offering Update 
The Sunday School youth chose to donate the money 
collected at their “Super Fruit Bowl” Noise Offering in 
February to offset Osceola’s growing snow removal bills.  
Thanks to our generous congregation over $5,000 was 
collected and another $2,000+ was donated from some of 
the outside groups that meet in our building.  We made a dent 
in the mounting bills, but we all know that the snow just 
keeps on coming!  And that means the snow removal bills 
just keep on coming!  It’s never too late to make a special 
donation – every bit helps! 

Turn Your Clocks Ahead 
Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead one hour before going to bed on 
Saturday, March 7th or you will miss worship on Sunday, March 8th – and we 
will miss you!!! 
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Fun at the Arcade 
Our Youth Group had an outing to “Yestercades” to play all sorts of arcade games and then returned 
to the church for snacks.  Since it was “Fat Tuesday,” they enjoyed a “king cake,” donuts and hot cross 
buns! 

Everyone is looking forward to our annual Lock-in to be held from Friday night, March 6th through 
Saturday morning, March 7th.  The theme this year is “God Has Made Us Each Unique” and the 
evening is full of devotions, homemade pizza and lots of other snacks, and plenty of crazy games.  
There isn’t much sleep, but a whole lot of fun.  Watch for photos to be posted on Osceola’s Facebook 
page after the event. 

Our next meeting will be on March 17th when the youth will be preparing Easter treat bags and Easter 
cards for our Food Pantry families.  Some of our youth will be assisting with the Easter Sunrise 
Service.  

 

 

 



Lenten Services 
Our weekly Lenten services this year works in conjunction with our Lenten Journal, “Then Sings My 
Soul” and focuses on hymns and the messages they reveal to us.  Soup and fellowship are shared in 
Fellowship Hall before everyone meets in the Sanctuary for a special service.  The Lenten journey will 
continue as we enter Holy Week with special services on Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday. We will 
rejoice on Easter with our Sunrise Service at 6:30 am (followed by breakfast in Fellowship Hall) and 
our Resurrection Service at 10:00 am.   A complete calendar of events is included in this Messenger. 

  

Food Pantry Update 
Our Food Pantry continues to receive generous donations from our congregation and from the 
community.  We received donations from our Sunday School’s “Super Fruit Bowl” as well as a “Super 
Bowl” collection from Brunner Elementary School (Scotch Plains).  Additionally, the Deacons are 
holding a Lenten Food Drive with suggested items that reflect the Lenten theme and we receive 
regular donations from First Pres. of Cranford and St. Agnes RC Church.   

An eighth grade Clark student reached out to us asking if he could work with our Food Pantry to 
complete his Confirmation project at St. Agnes.  Matt has assisted at 3 of our evening distributions 
by helping load up cars and doing lots of sorting and date checking.  He also did his own food 
collection and brought in 2 cartloads full of collected food – which he also helped sort and shelve! 
All we can say, Matt is – Well done, good and faithful servant!  

March will be our Easter distribution that will include some “holiday fixin’s” and ShopRite gift cards.   
We will also include Easter crafts, cards and treat bags from our Sunday School classes and Youth 
Group.  We know this will bring some Easter joy to all our families! 

Items needed: 

 Canned fruit                  Paper products                

 Pasta Sauce   Jelly 

 Canned pasta   Rice  

Cleaning products  Laundry detergent  

 



 


